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Abstract 
Background and aims: Respect for patients and patient privacy and their privacy are important 
issues of professional ethics and service providers in hospitals. Observing these issues in nursing 
practices should be such that patients can see and grasp it in practice. The aim of this study was 
to compare the perceived dignity and privacy of patients admitted to the internal and surgical 
wards of the educational centers of Ardabil in 1396. 
Materials and Methods: This descriptive-correlational study was performed on 384 patients 
hospitalized in internal and surgical wards of educational centers of Ardabil. After obtaining the 
code of ethics and referring to the mentioned centers, the sampling was done by stratified 
random sampling based on entry criteria and completed questionnaires. Patients' information was 
collected using standard privacy, dignity (PDI) and demographic questionnaires. Data were 
entered into SPSS-22 software and analyzed by t-test, ANOVA and regression. 
Results: The results showed that the average perceived dignity of hospitalized patients in 
internal wards (x  = 105.28 ± 59.29) was higher than surgical wards (x  = 633.65 ± 255.75) (P = 
0.020) . Also, the perceived perceived privacy was significantly higher in inpatient wards (x  = 
70.30 ± 8.20) than in surgical wards (x  = 62.69 ± 93.9) (P = 0.001). The correlation between 
perceived dignity and perceived privacy was 591 (P = 0.01). 
Conclusion: The findings showed that perceived dignity and privacy are less common in patients 
who are hospitalized in surgical wards than domestic patients. Therefore, attention should be 
paid more carefully to patients in surgical wards. With more privacy, perceived dignity of 
patients increases. 
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